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Howard County  
Opioid Community Crisis Council 

July 6th, 2022, via Zoom 

 
 
 
Meeting called to order at 5:19 PM 
Attendees:  New system being developed. 
 
Vote to table the approval for the June minutes.  
 
Announcement - IOAD 
Barbara is stepping back and Beth Harbinson has stepped up to be the coordinator of this year’s 
International Overdose Awareness Day, IOAD, on August 31st this year. Barbara will still provide LOTS of 
assistance. Many volunteers will be needed for this annual program and candle lighting service. Please 
reach out to Beth to see where help is needed. IOAD will be held once again on the grounds of the St. 
John's Episcopal Church, 9120 Frederick Rd, Ellicott City, MD 21042. A subcommittee meeting will be 
held on July 12th at noon. Barbara, Claudia, Jama, Debbie plan to attend. The IOAD international 
website has a link to our local event. More information to come, please carve out time on your 
schedules to join us for this very moving evening. 
 
Introduction to Laura Willemin, the director of crisis services for grassroots. Welcome to the OCCC, 
Laura! 
 
Updates from HCHD, Roe: 

 County Executive Calvin Ball invites you to Community Resource Ambassador 6/25 June 25th, 
2022 | 9A – 2P.       @ 9820 Patuxent Woods Drive, #211 Columbia, MD 21046 

 Draft of a youth SUD needs assessment out for feedback via a survey 
 Finalized Hub and Spoke videos to promote increased access to buprenorphine – thanks to all 

who shared feedback 
 988 launches 7/16; 988 has been designated as the new three-digit dialing code that will route 

callers to needed behavioral health services.  This replaces the National Suicide Prevention 
Lifeline, though that number will remain available. While some areas may be currently able to 
connect to the Lifeline by dialing 988, this dialing code will be available to everyone across the 
United States starting on July 16, 2022. 211, Pres 1 and suicide 800 numbers are still active for 
now. 

 MDH sent out a draft policy for review to develop a Residential Treatment Center (RTC) 
coordination workgroup with MDH. This policy establishes a Residential Treatment Center (RTC) 
Coordination Group within the Department. The group works to stabilize RTCs, determine 
opportunities for hard to place youth, examines hospital overstays of children and adolescents, 
and fosters inter-agency communication between MDH, the Department of Juvenile Services 
(DJS), the Department of Human Services (DHS), the Maryland State Department of Education 
(MSDE), and the Governor’s Office. 

 
Debbie announced the National Night Out event to be held at the Harper’s Choice Village Center on 
Joseph Square, 5485 Harper’s Farm Road, Columbia on Tuesday August 2nd from 6 to 9 PM. Music, food, 
vendors and community service providers will be there. We welcome the HCHD, Howard County peers 
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and any other community service vendors to ask for a table. Debbie will send out information to those 
who requested it. 
 
The 988 Ambassador program has launched. Beth Harbinson and Debbie Nix have signed up to be local 
ambassadors; a meeting will be held in July to provide information and train ambassadors to help get 
out the word about the program. 
 
Candace Ball provided youth updates through the Local Children’s Board; two grants are now open for 
applications. cmball@howardcountymd.gov For more information: 
https://www.howardcountymd.gov/boards-commissions/local-childrens-board.  
 
Barbara reports that CBO’s or Community Based Organizations will be eligible for grant funding through 
the Opioid Restitution Fund, ORF.  Previous reports had assumed they would not be eligible. 
 
Theresa Thomas from Hilda’s Place shared she received a congratulatory grant letter from Governor 
Hogan. This grant plus additional funding from the Able Foundation and the Harry and Janet Weinberg 
Foundation allows the purchase of a women’s recovery house. Hilda’s Place will now be able to better 
serve women 50+ in Howard County. Congratulations from the OCCC! 
 
Barbara shared the OCCC recommendations report to the County Executive’s staff.  

 1st priority is to ensure that the County Executive honors the work we do together; do we 
matter?  

 2nd priority is to have the County Executive legal staff update the executive order.  
 3rd priority is funding for the OCCC.  

When this administration came into office, we had $8K in funding, which is no available to us. Barbara 
suggested that the OCCC has two “buckets” needing funding. Bucket 1 is for funds for the two events 
which we implement; The International Overdose Awareness Day, IOAD event on 8/31 annually, and the 
First Responders Appreciation Day event on 10/28 annually. Bucket 2 would be funds for projects the 
OCCC has researched, recommends and supports but would be implemented by county agencies and 
staff. Bucket 2 funds would not be at the discretion of the OCCC but available to appropriate county 
organizations should they agree to take such projects on. 
 
As part of our continuing effort to learn about mental health and substance use issues, Barbara has 
invited two community members to discuss their stories with the committee: 
 
Janet Edelman has a brother diagnosed with schizophrenia; her experience has spanned over 50 years. 
He was college age when he was diagnosed and the struggles continue all these years later. Janet 
recommends expanding jail diversion programs, stepping up initiatives for mental health court, 
expanding residential treatment, integrating care for substance use disorders and behavioral health 
care, expanding primary care to include behavioral health, revising the danger standards and revising 
state hospital system placement. NAMI offers a peer lead course she recommends and she recommends 
contacting local NAMI affiliate for resources.  
 
Evelyn Burton also spoke about her experience with her son who was diagnosed with psychosis. It 
started out seemingly as drug use alcohol use with lots of depressive episodes in his teens. This was 
often accompanied by his inability to recognize that he had an illness or needed treatment. He has 
experienced over 22 hospitalizations, periods of homelessness and traveling state to state. Evelyn 
recommends a book for family support by Xavier Amador “I'm Not Sick, I Don't Need Help”. Evelyn has 
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spent more than 20 years in advocacy and she also recommends revising the danger standard. Maryland 
is one of six states without a “gravely dangerous” standard or “psychiatric dangerous” standard. She 
also advocates for and recommends court ordered mental health treatment and notes that Maryland is 
one of three states without a mental health court. Another book Evelyn recommends is by Mark 
Komrade, “You Need Help”. 
 
The OCCC shared their great compassion for Janet and Evelyn and their experiences, and thanks them 
for coming and sharing their courageous stories. 
 
Two final announcements –  

 Howard County General provides training; Mental Health 1st Aid. Contact Janice Stanton, 
jstant06@jhmi.edu  

 The next MD Commission to Study Mental and Behavioral Health meeting will be on Tuesday 
July 12th from 4:00 to 6:00 PM. check your emails or go to the Lt. Governor’s webpage for more 
information. 

 
With thanks, meeting was adjourned at 6:45 PM. 
 
Submitted:  Debbie Nix 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


